
 
 
30 March 
 
Dear Anne 
 
As I sit here trying to write this letter, I honestly don’t know where to begin!  Over a week later, and 
my mind is still buzzing with all the wonderful and inspirational activities and ideas, gained from 
NBCS.  I really do believe that your amazing school has it all!   
 
Stephen showed us first hand the power of inspirational and “hands on” leadership.  He is a 
genuine member of the team who plays his part and delegates and trusts others to do the same, 
creating an incredibly strong, united and totally passionate organisation. 
 
From the moment we entered the school, we felt at home.  Your students who met us, as well as 
all the other students at the school, were friendly, articulate young folk, who had a wonderful 
knowledge of and were obviously extremely proud of their school.  So many members of our team 
remarked that it was so refreshing to see kids being kids – there was no pretence, nothing was 
rehearsed – what we saw was real.  You are training these young people to be passionate about 
and responsible for their learning.  Student voice was valued and was genuinely consistent with 
that of the staff and senior management; everyone was working from the same page.    
 
We all saw everywhere we went, “Excellence in Education – Christianity in Action”.  Students and 
staff lived their Christianity in an environment of rich academic opportunities. Staff and students 
alike were open to sharing and celebrating their learning and we noted a strong commitment to 
excellence throughout the school, starting from the management and transpiring to the students.   
There was fantastic scaffolding of teaching and learning programmes from Kinder to Year 12  - and 
we all want our own children and grandchildren to go to your school!  
 
“Do then think!”  So many of us base our decisions around teaching and learning on tried and true 
research….and never go with those exciting gut feelings.  You have given us the courage and the 
permission to do this and showed us what can happen when we branch out and take risks that 
may or may not work.  
 
It was powerful for us to hear one of your staff comment –“You don’t need technology for good 
things to happen!”  But we did see technology used in many exciting and inspirational ways as a 
tool to enhance quality teaching and learning, not just for the sake of using technology.  Your on-
line learning opportunities are simply amazing and are providing so many students from both within 
and outside of your school, with opportunities to study a wide range of subjects that would 
otherwise not be available.   
 
We were impressed at the high emphasis the school placed on professional development with all 
staff expected not only to attend but also to contribute.  Even on our tour, we found that we each of 
us had so much to learn from each other.  
 
Anne, there is so much more I could talk about; the lego pit, the band, goals and targets, chess, 
the magical Performing Arts Complex….  but I would ask that you pass on our thanks and our 
gratitude to everyone who helped to make our visit so inspirational and so successful.  You must 
all be so proud of what you are accomplishing for your young students and their families.  I 
sincerely hope that we have the opportunity to visit you all again in the future. 
 
Warmest regards 
 
Sue Ashworth and Mandy Dempsey and all the team. 


